577.   STATEMENT Off AJ.C.C. EXTRAVAGANCE,
BELGAUM

December 25, 1924

Gandhiji then made a statement that there was too much lavishness in
the expenditure of the All-India Committee. Too much money was spent
in decorations and accommodation and the present delegate's fee of Rs. 10 was
too much. He complained that his own hut was also too costly, and ought not
to have been constructed like that. Too much money was also spent on
printing and he wanted to stop all that. If he had been a member of the
Committee, he would cut down the expenditure for accommodation, etc. He
accordingly suggested that the delegate's fee should be Re. 1 instead of
Rs. 10 as at present as he had received complaints that nearly Rs. 100 had
to be spent by delegates for their fare, etc. The Subjects Committee agreed to
reduce the fee to Re. 1,

It was next decided to fix the venue of the next Congress in that province
which on the population basis showed the best results in connection with
khaddar and boycott of foreign cloth*

The Bombay Chronicle, 26-12-1924

378.   SPEECH A T SUBJECTS COMMITTEE MEETING,
BELGAUM1
December 25, 1924
The following is the full text of the moving speech made by Mahatma
Gandhi at the meeting of the Subjects Committee of the All-India Congress
on Thursday last:
Tomorrow we meet sharp at 3 o'clock. A few minutes will be
spent in musical recitations. The chairman of the Reception
Committee Will not take more than 15 minutes to deliver his speech,
I do not propose to read my address. My speech will be distributed
to you this evening. You will kindly study that address, for the
address will be taken as read. I shall make a few simple intro-
ductory remarks not covering more than 30 mil utes. I shall
begin in Hindustani and then speak in English. On the whole
it would not exceed 30 minutes.
1 Mahadev Desai's report of this speech, partly indirect, appeared m Young
India, 1-1-1925, under the caption, "Implication of Non-vioieace".